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In flic Cla ims: 

Please cancel claim 12. Please amend claims 3, 6, 8-1 1 , and 13-14. Please add new 
claims 15-20. The claims arc as follows, 

1-2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising Hie steps of: 
prcparhrg-el cai u i i ^ iiiaiI fo r s c nding -rrorrrair the u l iginatoi t u Ai i uptuit, 
st oring an auth entication Iro y associated with an originator in a memory of mo originator! 
reading tho authentication key from [[a]] ills memory mi jullwiiliuiliuu Uy associated 

with of the originator; 

r ^ r ,rinp i ^tmnif. mail for sending from the originator to a recipient, said^renaring 
comprising including the authentication key, that had hern rend from (he memory pCmc 
origi nator, in an open field of the electronic mail; and 

sending the electronic mail from the originator to the recipient. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the electronic mail has a subject line, and the open 
field of the electronic mail is the subject line. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the authentication key associated with the 
originator is further associated with the recipient. 
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6. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 

?Mf> r i I lE_an^lll?>l^l!l^llif?- CUk^yJl 1 . " mem ory of a reci pient of Ihoclcctronic mqil at an 
nddrcs s thnt is d ependent upon a s ource id entifier that identifies an originator of the elc cimnic 

J323iU 

rcccivingj ry the rec ipient, the electronic mail from an rijfi originator; 

rcsr^sjvcJojjLC^^^ determining whether [[an]) the aiUhcntication 

key is present in nn open field of the electronic mail; 

wherrun wspnns ivr. tn determinin g that the authentication koy is present, determining 
whether the authentication key is associated with the originator; and 



not associated with the origmator<j£icjctjn£t^^ 

wherein said determi ning wbnilicr the authentication kev is associated with the originatO! 



0 »j J!i ^ n! jn I! jrt I g _ ? nthentitat ion kev with th e stored authentication key that hadJacenj-Qj 

th^ddrcsjjyhcjn£^^ 

asso ciated wi lhJhc .originator. 



7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the open field is a subject line of the electronic 



8. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps 
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ti l wh en res ponsive to determining that the authentication key is 



includjssjjxad^ 



Ires s at the memory of the recipien ts 



mail. 
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rcccivingji y a recip ient, electronic mail from an originator, 

rrapnns ivc to rece iving thc^cImmcjjQajL determining whether on authentication key is 
expected to be present in an open field of the electronic mail; 

whemm resp onsive to determ ining thatthe authentication key is expected to be present, 
determining whether the authentication key is present; and 

rejc^AtnjrHwclecrrcTric'mtrir^ res ponsive to d e termining th at the authentication key is 
not ex pected t o he preseiU^asi^ElinjiJh^ 

9. (Currently iimcndcd) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 
receiving, by a recipient, electronic mail from an originator; 

r^onsiv^iccciyinfi thc^ctjrjam^ail determining whether an authentication key is 
expected to be present in an open Held of the electronic mail; 

whciran rrepnnsi vr. tn determinin g that the authentication key is expected to be present, 
determining whether the authentication key is present; 

wherrthti rcsraoji^UQ^QailimDg Jhaithe authentication key is not present, rejecting 

the electronic mail; and 

wherrrhe res ponsive to determini ng that the authentication key is present, determining 
whether the aulhcnticalion key is associated with the originator[[ 5 ]]; 

ac cepting the d c ct rtmicTrnrifwhen rcs^ojisjvcto determining that the authentication key 
is associated with the "rifT""""-, "TTptfoPi ihc electronic mail: and 

rejcctinrtrKrelecrroTricrmtrr^hctt msponsjyejpj^^ the authentication key i 

not associated with the originator^rcje^igihcel ectrouic ma il- 
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10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of determining whether an 
authentication key is expected to be present in an open field of the electronic mail farther 
includes the steps of; 

reading fl fl ap from a memory of th e recipien t at an address that is dependent upon a 
source identifier that identifies the nrifiinam r. wherein th e Una indicates whtA TLQLlte^ciroiuc 
mfliUrqmJilg^gna 

Hrtwrnininp fro m die fla g t hat had been road from the m emory wllcthcHhAauthcn^^ 
key is ex pected tt th&jM^»Uni!l£.P-^ of the electronic mail. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein t he method further compjjscs^nnfi 
thrt fmrt^nlicati on kev in a memo ry of the recipient at an address that is dcpcndentjjjrojiiLSonrcg 
jfoniMWtlint idftmiTi M the originato r, wherein the step of determining whether the 
authentication key is associated with the originator fur t h er includes the steps of; 

reading mcmotyttPjn-itdth^ir^ a wuia kluitifia " tlmt iduitifieg the 

origrnntor ]h23cfffl^gl^.icgli^ the adtiress at tlic memory of the recipientiand 

Z2nt n .^U^- n . Mitinniifl tti n P 1"w with the stored authentication kev that had heenread 
frpm the nd drcss at the mem ory of thc_rjmcnUQj^^ 
assoc iated with thcorMaaiOl. 

12. (Canceled) 

1 3. (Ciirrontly amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of; 
Serial No.: 09/919,248 5 
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receiving, by a r ecipien t. Ihc electronic mail from an originator, the electronic mail having 
been previously prepared for sending from the originator to [[a]] Ihc recipient; 

responsive t o receivin g the electr o nic mail determining whether an authentication key is 
expected to be present in an open field of the electronic mail; 

whenan j^^nsivejoj^ authentication key is expected to be present, 

determining whether the authentication key is present; and 

refecti ng the cWmuii mai l-when res ponsive to dete r mining that the authentication key is 
not present in the open field of the electronic mail, r ejecting the elec t ronic mail . 

14, (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail having a subject line, 
comprising the steps of: 

rccciving 3 J?y a recipient , the electronic mail from an originator, the electronic mail having 
been previously prepared for sending from the originator with a source identifier to [[a]] the 
recipient with a destination identifier; 

KffPfljjgjyc [t o receiving the dcxa roiiigjnaiL determining whether an authentication key is 
expected lo be present in an open field of the electronic mail; 

when resp onsive to determinin g that die authentication key is not expected to be present, 
accepting the electronic mail; 

when responsive to dete rmining that the authentication key is expected to be present, 
determining whether the authentication key is present; 

when respons ive to determining that the authentication key is present, determining 
whether the authentication key is associated with both the originator and furQiei jvsoeuted wrth 
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the recipient; 

flccc p tiiigilAC cleUui mcinaiHyhro resp onsive to detemi itiin^that the authentication key 
is determine d tu be associated with both the originator and the recipient , accepting di e electronic 
mail : 

y^^^g. ^ g c ie^ t ^n ic'inmHvhcn rggpnn sivc to determ inin g that the authentication key is 
dt:ternT ^ nC:t j I10t associated with both the originator and fur t he r ass ociated m th the recipient, 
reje cting the e l ectronic m ail; and 

when rcsponsi vc to_ d etenni jjjagjhat lhc authentication key is not present, rejecting the 

electronic mail. 

1 5. (New) The method of claim 3, wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator. 

16. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator. 

1 7. (New) The method of claim 8, wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator, 

IS. (New) The method of claim 9, wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator. 
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l l J. (New) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator, 

20. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the authentication key is dqjendent \»pon only an 
identity of the originator. 
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